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BUBR3VI.N; SEA 3IRDS GET 
GOAT 1 SLANQ A’JAY FflOfiI SHEEP 

Burrowing sea birds get first rights to their long- 

established breeding grounds on an island off the coast of Oregon;, through 

President Booseveltts recent Executive order creating a new wildlife sanctuary to 

be called the Goat Island Migratory Bird Refuge, says a statement by the U. S. 

Biological Survey. The refuge comprises 21 acres of pu3lic domain about a third of 

a mile off the snore of Curry County, Crag. 

Goat Island, s?.ys the Biologic?%1 Survey, affords Cassin’s a&lets, Beal’s 

petrels, and tufted puffins the only soil that these burrowim: nesters can find on 

an island for many miles clang the Orego:? end Zaliforniy. cop.st. Cormors.nts, murres, 

?-nd western gulls nest on its rocky areas, znd tlie islnnd is ~~1~0 2, fall F,nd winter 

resting ground for wild gs!ase. The refuge , says the Bureau, is p?rticulnrly adnpted 

to ‘;A;: needs of ntisting birds cs it lies fe.r enough off shore to prevent natural 

anzmi e s from raeching it. 

Burrowin:, birds 01; tLe islznd, tile 3ure~:~ explcins, hiovc be en threat ened 

in recent yerrs because domestic sheep hove been pastured there, and protests from 

local conservationists led to the estsblis.hment of tj.le refuge. There ‘have been 

no &oafs there for rrany years. By denuding; t& island, the sheep would have ex- 

posed its soil to disastrous erosion by wind and water that would have made it 

usole;s for the birds that nest in burrons. 2194-35 
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